MOROCCO
CLASSIC MOROCCO, FEZ TO MARRAKECH
BY FOOT
10-DAYS
Beginning in Fez, this 10-day Morocco tour features light hiking and cultural visits. Fez, situated between the Middle
Atlas and the Rif Mountains, is one of the world’s last remaining pockets of medieval civilization. One of the trip’s
first experiences is a day hosted by a Moroccan family. We’ll visit souks together, bake together at a local farran and
create a full meal to enjoy together in true Moroccan style. Changing landscapes, we’ll then adventure onward to the
Sahara for the chance to experience more Moroccan life and landscapes, beyond the cities and villages. We’ll be
connected to 4x4 transport to arrive out on the dunes where we’ll meet our fleet of camels for a camelback trek the
rest of the way. After a night in the Sahara at a very comfortable camp, we’ll move on to stay two nights in a small
village before transferring onward to Marrakech. Along the way to Marrakech, we’ll visit Ait Benhaddou, Morocco’s
most celebrated and well-preserved Kasbah. Marrakech is situated to the north of the High Atlas Mountains, North
Africa’s highest and most extensive mountain range. For cultural travel enthusiasts, this trip offers unparalleled
access to the best of Morocco.

Day 1
FEZ
ARRIVAL

A BikeHike Adventures representative will
greet you at the airport and transfer you to
your comfortable accommodation located
in the historic center of Fez. Fez is known as
the intellectual heart of Morocco. Its
medina (old town) is Morocco’s most
impressive one and a UNESCO World
Heritage site. The city also boasts some of
the country’s finest craftsmen and
monuments, such as the Bou Inania and
Attarine Madrassas. After settling in at the
hotel, you’ll have the remainder of the day
to explore at leisure. Just steps from your
night’s accommodation, you’ll find the old
town’s beguiling labyrinth of tiny alleys and
passageways, just waiting for you to
wander through them.
Accommodation: Dar Finn, a convivial riad
in the Fez medina (or similar)
Meals: none

Day 2
FEZ
CULTURAL WALKING TOUR, LIGHT HIKE

After enjoying a Moroccan breakfast, we’ll
set off with our guide to explore 9thcentury Fez. Together, we’ll wander through
the ancient quarter’s labyrinth of narrow
streets. The center is teeming with life,
including the meat bazaar, ancient leather
tanneries and markets. Also central to the
city is Al-Karaouine University, an
extraordinary institution of cultural and
intellectual heritage. If time permits, we
might also visit Bou Inania Madrassa and
Nejjarine Square. After lunch in town, we’ll
leave Fez behind to spend the afternoon at
Zelagh Mountain, where there’s a
phenomenal view over the town and of the
entire area. For those wanting to stretch
their legs, the area is also great for light
walking. After returning to Fez, we’ll dine
together in a local restaurant.
Accommodation: same Fez hotel
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
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Day 4
MIDDLE ATLAS MOUNTAINS
4X4 TRANSFER, CAMEL TREKKING

After breakfast at the hotel, we’ll begin a day
that is a true highlight on this itinerary. We’ll
spend the morning fully immersed in
Moroccan daily life, learning to cook with a
local family. Together, we will visit the souks,
bake at the local farran, prepare food and
finish with a fantastic late lunch that we will
all share together in true Moroccan style.
Some of the meal’s highlights will include
preserving lemons, Moroccan chermoula
(specialty marinade), a seasonal Tagine of
your choice and Moroccan mint tea.
Afterwards, the remainder of the day is at
leisure to continue exploring Fez on our
own.

Today, after an early breakfast, we will
have a long yet scenic transfer day to
arrive at the Saharan dunes. During the
journey through the Middle Atlas
Mountains, we might be lucky enough to
sight families of wild Barbary Apes in the
cedar forests. Along the way, we will also
pass several very interesting towns,
including the unique pitched-roof
university town of Ifrane. The town’s style
and ambiance really stands out. Before
approaching the edge of the desert, we’ll
enjoy a simple lunch stop. Continuing
across the desert plains, we’ll arrive at the
foot of Morocco’s highest dunes, at Erg
Chebbi. We’ll then be transferred onto
4x4s to meet our next form of
transportation, a fleet of camels. On
camelback, we’ll cross to the quieter and
more secluded eastern side of the dunes,
where our overnight camp provides an
authentic desert experience and a superb
panorama of the shifting Moroccan Sahara
sands. Upon arrival at the camp, we’ll be
greeted with a mint tea and have time to
settle into our well-appointed tents. Each
tent includes comfortable beds, sheets and
blankets while also being equipped with a
private toilet, shower and washbasin. The
remainder of the day is at leisure to enjoy
the camp and explore the dunes at a
relaxed pace with our guide. Later in the
evening, we’ll enjoy dinner, along with a
campfire, together among the stunning
sand dunes and under the stars.

Accommodation: same Fez hotel
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch

Accommodation: Desert camp
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

Day 3
FEZ
COOKING CLASS WITH FAMILY
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Day 5

Day 6

SKOURA

SKOURA

TRANSFER, LIGHT HIKE

VILLAGE VISIT, LIGHT HIKE

This morning, we’ll leave the camp to make
our way closer to Marrakech, stopping over
in the oasis town of Skoura. As we leave the
dunes behind, we’ll witness constant
transitions in character and landscape. The
first part of the journey is a 160 km / 99 mi
drive between Merzouga and Tinerhir, an
oasis town. Tinerhir is the gateway to the
Todra Gorge, a dramatic sandstone ravine
where 300 m / 984 ft cliffs tower above a
passage only 20 m / 66 ft wide. As we
approach, the route offers excellent
panoramas of the range. After lunching in
Tinerhir, we will have the opportunity to
take an easy hike through the upper part of
the gorge – an emblematic landscape of
sand-coloured rock and palm oases. In the
afternoon, we will continue onwards to our
base for the next two nights, the town of
Skoura. Our accommodation is typically a
garden guesthouse set in palm groves.
Tonight, we’ll dine together at the
guesthouse.

After a leisurely breakfast today, there are a
couple activity options. While there is the
choice to simply stay back and relax at your
hotel, the suggested activity is to
accompany our guide on a visit to the
Upper Valley Des Roses and the Berber
village of Boutrara. This is one of Morocco’s
most authentic and timeless regions,
combining superb scenery with some
wonderful local Berber encounters. The
buildings are all traditional. Women dress
in bright costumes and the children are
absolutely fascinated by us. We'll also likely
enjoy some of the local hospitality such as
being invited for a mint tea. If time permits,
our guide can also take us on some short
hikes today in the Agouti Gorge, where
there are a number of Kasbahs to visit.
Tonight’s dinner will be enjoyed together
back at the guesthouse in Skoura.
Accommodation: same Skoura hotel
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

Accommodation: L’Ma Lodge (or similar)
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
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Day 7
MARRAKECH
CULTURAL WALKING TOUR

After breakfast, the main focus today is a
visit to Ait Benhaddou, an 11th century
“ksour” (a collection of kasbahs, or fortified
houses), on the way to Marrakech. Ait
Benhaddou is considered Morocco’s bestpreserved and finest example of mudbrick
architecture. Surrounded by date palms
and rugged mountains, it is truly a site to
behold. A UNESCO World Heritage Site as
well, it is still inhabited by a handful of
families and even made an appearance in
the film The Gladiator. After visiting this
Kasbah, we’ll continue over one of the
highest paved roads in Africa – the Tichka
Pass – to reach Marrakech, the capital of
the Moroccan south. The driving approach
to Marrakech is also an incredible sight as
we’ll witness this beautiful oasis city of red,
ochre and pink hues rising up out of the
dusty plains north of the Atlas Mountains.
We will spend the next few days based in
Marrakech to explore the region while
staying in the medina (old town), a
beguiling labyrinth of tiny alleys and
passageways where little has changed since
the Middle Ages. Marrakech’s ancient
center is said to be the second largest
medieval complex in the world, after Cairo.
After getting settled in at the hotel, the
evening will be at leisure to soak in the
atmosphere of the nearby souqs (markets)
and all of the medina’s alluring sights,
sounds and smells. An evening visit to the
main square is highly recommended. There,
the Djemaa el Fna is one of the world’s
most animated nighttime spectacles as the
square is transformed nightly into a giant
open-air restaurant where men in white

coats serve anything from sheep’s head
stew to snails in hot sauce. Meanwhile, all
around, the square itself is a feast for the
senses, as one will witness all forms of
entertainment, from snake charmers and
storytellers to acrobats. Our guide can also
recommend some great local restaurants.
Accommodation: Ryad el Borj (or similar)
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch

Day 8
SACRED VALLEY
STAND UP PADDLING AND HIKING

After breakfast, our guide will meet us for
an orientation tour of Marrakech’s medina
(old town) to help us discover more hidden
and “local” aspects of this medieval center.
The remainder of the afternoon and
evening will be at leisure, perfect for
relaxing or exploring Marrakech’s extensive
markets and colourful alleyways at one’s
own pace. Our guide can recommend some
of the best local restaurants for lunch and
dinner, such as a rooftop restaurant in the
heart of the Marrakech medina.
Accommodation: Same comfortable
Marrakech hotel
Meals: Breakfast
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Day 9

Day 10

MARRAKECH

MARRAKECH

LIGHT HIKE, VILLAGE VISIT

DEPARTURE

This morning, we will leave the city behind
to spend our last full day in the High Atlas
Mountains. Towering peaks, tiny villages
and a way of life that has hardly changed in
centuries characterize the area. The
warmth of the area’s inhabitants is
exceptional and always lingers long
afterwards in the memories of its visitors.
Our mountain guide will pick us up at the
hotel to begin our journey to Imlil, a village
at the base of Jebel Toubkal, North Africa’s
highest mountain. Set amid picturesque
walnut groves, this relatively small village
has become a bustling trailhead town while
maintaining its character. From that village,
we will walk with our guide for slightly less
than an hour to arrive at a really tiny village.
There, at a Berber lodge, we will enjoy a
traditional and memorable tagine lunch, a
perfect last experience for this trip. Back in
Marrakech this evening, we’ll enjoy a group
farewell dinner.

After breakfast, the day will be leisure
before transferring to the airport for the
flight home. Most flights depart in the
afternoon allowing more time to explore
the city and pick up a few last minute
souvenirs.
Meals: Breakfast

Accommodation: Same comfortable
Marrakech hotel
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

TRIP INCLUSIONS
Trip Includes
All accommodation (twin shared), meals as indicated, internal transportation, airport
transfers and English speaking guides.
Not Included
Airport departure taxes, meals not indicated, gratuities, and items of a personal
nature.
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